Weekends
Saturday Vigil — 5:00 p.m.
Brazilian Mass — 7:30 p.m.

Sunday — 7:30, 9:00 Children’s Liturgy and Choir,
10:30 a.m. with Adult Choir and 12:00 N
Spanish Mass — 5:30 p.m.

Brazilian Mass — 7:30 p.m.

Weekdays
Monday through Saturday - 7:30 a.m.
Monday through Friday -12:10 Noon

(HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE)

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday - 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
and by appointment

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Couples planning to be married must begin to make ar-
rangements at least 8 months prior to their wedding date
by contacting the Rectory.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Attendance at pre-Baptism class is required before the
Sacrament is celebrated. Classes are held on the second
; Sunday of the month at 1:15 p.m. in the Rectory. Please
L e pre-register by calling 203-743-2707. Baptisms will
take place every Sunday at 1:15 p.m. except the second
Sunday of the month.

Epiphany of the Lord

PASTORAL STAFF ™, i BRAZILIAN COMMUNITY
Rev. Gregg D. Mecca, Pastor v Online Rev. Leonel S. Medeiros,
Rev. Paul Merry, In Residence ’ Giving Episcopal Vicar for Brazilians
Rev. David J. Riley, In Residence a— 203-730-9071
Rev. Bruce Roby, In Residence SAINT PETER SCHOOL OFFICE
PARISH OFFICE HOURS Mary Lou Torre — Principal - 203-748-2895
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - MONDAY through FRIDAY School Fax: 203-748-5684
104 Main Street, Danbury, CT
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND FORMATION
OFFICE NUMBERS Barbara Siano—Director of Religious Education K - 8
Phone: 203-743-2707 and Fax: 203-794-1928 203-743-1048 or stpeterfuture@stpeterdanb.org
Email Address - of i¢ @stp terd abnrg
Website - w w wtp &rdanb .r@ . YOUTH MINISTRY
Michael Falbo—Y outh Group Director
PARISH STAFF 203-743-1048 or ygstpeter@gmail.com
Dr. Glen Segger, Music Minister
gsegger(@stpeterdanb.org Chairman of Parish Council — Fred Visconti —203-744-2311
Dr. Nancy Engel, Children’s Choir - 914-741-1670 Chairman of Finance — Arthur Mannion - 203-733-0183
LATINO COMMUNITY Homebound Ministry— Sr. Mary Bernard Wiecezak, CSFN

. 203-743-2707, Ext. 22
Rev. Bernardo C. Rodriguez—203-695-7665 Prayer Line—Mary Ellen Dunbar — 203-743-2707
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5 SAT 5:00 PM { John Toth
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass
6 SUN 7:30 AM § Donald Pepin
9:00 AM T Katherine Beck
10:30 AM { Marion McGlory
12:00 N Our Parishioners
5:30 PM Spanish Mass
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass
7 MON St . Raymond of Penafor
7:30 AM Special Intention
12:10 PM Robert Talarico
8 TUE 10:30 AM Msgr. Kevin Wallin
12:00 N f Joseph Sullivan
9 WED 7:30 AM Joanne and Joseph Mannonna
12:10 N Deacon Vincent J. Verlezza
10 THU 7:30 AM Thomas Levesque
12:10 N § M. John Corey
11 FRI 7:30 AM { Father William Donovan
12:10 N { Souls in Purgatory
12 SAT 7:30 AM t Joseph Markey
5:00 PM { Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Mennonna
7:30 PM { Brazilian Mass
13 SUN 7:30 AM § Margaret Goldrick
9:00 AM Our Parishioners
10:30 AM f Rita Talarico
12:00 N f MariaBa
5:30 PM Spanish Mass
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass

On the weekend, if the intention of the Mass is yours,
please see an usher about bringing up the gifts.

t

SACRIFICIAL GIVING—December 23, 2018.......... $ 8,459
Online-Giving—December 23, 2018..........cceeueenenene $ 905
SACRIFICIAL GIVING—December 30, 2018.......... $ 7,158
Online-Giving—December 30, 2018..........cceeuvenenene $ 3,760
Our weeKkly goal ......coovviniiniiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininneen $ 10,500
Thank you for your support. Father Mecca
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I‘ From the
Pastor's Desk
Welcome 2019! At the noon Mass

on New Year’s Day, I said to those in attendance at the end
of Mass that I have not spoken to anyone who is optimistic
about the new year. Some of you who are old enough like
me may remember back in the 70s when it was said that as
a country we were in a malaise. No one felt positive about
the state of society, the economy, our government, our fu-
ture. I think I am sensing the same thing today. So, I said
to thp folkseatsMass and want to say here in this space to all
our parishioners that the environment around us is often less
than positive, but we as disciples of Jesus Christ who is sav-
ior and God have Him in our lives walking this life with us.
Isn’t this part of the message of the Incarnation which we
celebrate at Christmas? God who is love comes personally
to us. The Spirit of God lives within us. Our Lord gives us
His body for nourishment. We are constantly being re-
newed, given the resilience we need to keep up and to keep
going by the divine Spirit which is stronger than our own
feeble human spirit. There will always be discouragement
in life, but disciples of the Lord Jesus know and treasure
something in our hearts—the spirit of love is within us up-
holding us.

Having said something like this on New Year’s
Day, on Wednesday at home I proceeded to read issues of
the New York Times which I had put aside to read after
Christmas. On the 24™, there was an article on the Op-Ed
page by Peter Wehner entrtled “The Power of Grace.” In it,
he talks about Grace, that is, the unconditional love of God
upon all of us. As part of his essay, Wehner turns to the
topic of us living grace filled lives. Quoting a friend on
how he understood grace, he replied that grace is “some
combination of generosity and magnanimity, kindness and
forgiveness, and empathy—all above the ordinary call of
duty, and bestowed even (or especially?) when not particu-
larly earned.” Our Church calls every year a Year of Grace

.because we know that we are being given time to be steeped

in God’s generous 1ove which comes to us Without any
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God’ Grace to one another. Let’s keep these two truths in
mind throughout the ups and downs of the year.

t o Todugis theght lfehseof Epiphany, and this year
the 6™ of January falls right on a Sunday. In the American
Ghurch we move the feast to the Sunday closest to the 6™,

a\(}y th the arr r?vaé of the Maji, Jesus is recognized as God by
entile p people

God, indeed, comes for all peoples, and the
Church, the People of God, is open to people of all races
and parts of the globe for we are one family in God. We
reco’fkyze ?nd follow one light, the True Light who came
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THE EPI

PHANY OF THE LORD

As we complete the Christmas Season today, I most
sincerely want to thank all of our parishioners who were
very generous to our parish making substantial gifts in the
Christmas collection and contributing towards the Christ-
mas flower collection. I want to recognize your goodness
and your love for this venerable parish. I thank, too, the
parishioners who sent the priests and staff in the office
cards and who brought over goodies for us to enjoy. We
appreciate and are grateful for your thoughtfulness and
kindness. A big thanks goes to the women who decorate
the church on Christmas Eve morning. They take the time
from their own personal preparations to make our church so
beautiful. While on the church decorations, I thank the
women who set up our marvelous créche and Mike Halas
and his team who hung the wreaths. I also thank all of the
liturgical ministers, ushers, servers who covered all the lit-
urgies. Lastly, [ thank Glen and Nancy for their preparation
that was evident in the beauty of the music. Our choirs of-
fered us exquisite music. Thank you members of our chil-
dren and adult choirs for that gift.

Merry Little Christmas! Happy Three Kings Day!

—-Fr. Mecca

Music Notes: The First Nowell

W
“The First Nowell” is know as a nar- ’7
rative hymn, which means that it is a hymn
that tells a story. It is based on the Christ-
mas/Epiphany Gospel story as found in Luke 2 and Meat-
thew 2. Specifically, the carol tells of the birth of Jesus as
it relates to the shepherds (verses 1 and 2) and the wise
men (verses 3-5). The last verse calls us to action. Just as
the wise men reverently worshipped the Christ, we too
“with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord.” Be-
ing a narrative hymn, we will be singing all six verses.
Were we to drop a verse or two, we would be leaving out
an important part of the narrative! Fortunately, “The First
Nowell” is a familiar and fun carol to sing.
—-Glen Segger, Music Minister

***SAINT PETER SCHOOL NEWS#**

~3 %, Registration for new families is available. Con-
- o - tact the school office for information.
%, | & Phone: 203-748-2895

Email: mtorre@spsdanbury.org
Website: www.stpeterschooldanbury.org

Mission Statement: St. Peter School is dedicated to aca-
demic excellence, inspires students to become faith-
filled, lifelong learners. As a multicultural community,
we embrace our Catholic identity rooted in the Gospel
teachings of Jesus Christ.

We are in the process of creating a Makerspace for St Peter
School students to explore the areas of Science,

Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math (STEAM). Mak-
erspaces are places for students to explore their creative
side and test their ideas using everyday materials. Students
are able to collaborate and use 21st Century Skills. We are
collecting the following items if you have any to contrib-
ute: Storage containers, tools (screw drivers, hammers,
nails, screws, etc.), school-appropriate magazines and
newspapers, Legos, blocks, string, rope, popsicle sticks,
clay, craft supplies, sewing supplies, fabric, paper, scraps of
wood, bubblewrap, cardboard, etc. If you have any items to
contribute, they can be left in the main office at St Peter
School.

Our Gospel Value for the month of January is Simplicity.

St Peter School staff and students wish you all a happy,
healthy, and blessed 2019!

Remember to check us out on Facebook or follow us on

Twitter! —-Mrs. Mary Lou Torres, Principal
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Date: Religious Education Schedule )
Jan.6, | Grades 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8B attend class from
2019 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. St. Peter School

Vineyard — 10:45 — 11:30 a.m. (K/1 students
with a parent)



mailto:mtorre@spsdanbury.org
http://www.stpeterschooldanbury.org/

JANUARY 6,

2019

Jan. 13, 2019 Grades 2, 3, 4, 6, 8B attend class from
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. St. Peter School
Vineyard — 10:45 — 11:30 a.m. (K/1

students with a parent)

First Holy Communion Parent Meeting—-There will be
a meeting for all parents of First Holy Communion candi-
dates January 13, 2019 from 10:45 am — 11:30 am, Room
BO05- St. Peter School.

Confirmation Documentation—-Please remember to sub-
mit your Confirmation documentation if you have not done
so already. Saint interviews will begin the last week of Jan-
uary, students will be notified of their interview time.

First Holy Communion Documentation—-Please remem-
ber to submit your First Holy Communion registration form
and fee if you have not done so already.

Upcoming Events: 2019

January 6, 2019 — Rite of Covenant Mass at 9:00 am. All
Confirmation candidates and sponsors (if possible) must
attend.

January 13, 2019 — First Holy Communion Parent Meeting
—10:45 am— 11:30 am

May 11, 2019 — First Holy Communion

June 8, 2019 — Confirmation Mass

—-Barbara Siano, DRE

#x:QTHER EVENTS***

Theology on Tap—-1Join us Thursday, January 17, at 7:30
p-m. at the Irish cultural Cener, 6 Lake Avenue in Danbury.
Adults (21+) are invited to this casual, free forum where
friends gather to discuss topics relevant to them from a faith
perspective. The topic is month is “The Beatitudes”. For
more information contact Father Sean Kulacz at
frsean@smcr.org or find us on Facebook, Theology on Tap,
Danbury.

March for Life—-bus pilgrimage to Washington, DC on
Friday, January 18. The schedule is as follows:

5:00 a.m. depart the Cathedral Parish, Bridgeport;

5:30 a.m. pick up at St. Thomas Apostle in Norwalk and

6:00 a.m. pick up at Basilica of St. John the Evangelist

11:30 a.m. arrive a March for Life

4:00 p.m. depart for Connecticut.
Register at www.bridgeportdiocese.org/faith-formation by
January 11. The cost is $75 per person. Food and drink
may be taken onto the bus. For more information, email
officeoffaithformation@diobpt.org or call 203-416-1670.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter—Give the gift of time
and yourself to your spouse by attending a Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are Feb 1-3,
2019 in MANCHESTER, CT and Jul 12-14, 2019 in MAN-
CHESTER, CT. For more information, call Pat & Mary-Jo
McLaughlin at 860-315-2127 or visit them at https://
wwmectw.org/.

The Face of Prayer—recently launched phase two of its

***PARISH EVENTS*** campaign to create an interactive video catechism based on
concerns of young people.  Visit
R L e
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Sun Jan 6 Religious Education.
Tue Jan 8 Prayer Group of Reparation. After 12:10 Mass
Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Brazilian Prayer Group. 7:30 p.m. Church.
Wed Jan 9 NO Bingo until further notice.
Novena of Miraculous Medal. After noon Mass
Thu Jan 10 Parish Cheir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
Sun Jan 13 Religious Education.
Tue Jan 15 Prayer Group of Reparation. After 12:10 Mass
Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Brazilian Prayer Group. 7:30 p.m. Church.
Wed Jan 16 NO Bingo until further notice.
Novena of Miraculous Medal. After noon Mass
Thu Jan 17 Parish Cheir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
Tue Jan 22 Prayer Group of Reparation. After 12:10 Mass
Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Brazilian Prayer Group. 7:30 p.m. Church.
Wed Jan 23 NO Bingo until further notice.
Novena of Miraculous Medal. After noon Mass
Thu Jan 24 Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
Sun Jan 27 Religious Education.
Tue Jan29 Prayer Group of Reparation. After 12:10 Mass
Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Brazilian Prayer Group. 7:30 p.m. Church.
Wed Jan 30 Novena of Miraculous Medal. After noon Mass
Thu Jan 31 Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
Fri Feb 1 First Friday Adoration. Follows 7:30 a.m. Mass
Continues until Noon.
Sun Feb 3 Religious Education.
Tue Feb 5 Prayer Group of Reparation. After 12:10 Mass
Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Brazilian Prayer Group. 7:30 p.m. Church.
Wed Feb 6 NO Bingo until further notice.
Novena of Miraculous Medal. After noon Mass
Thu Feb 7 Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
Sun Feb 10 Religious Education.
Tue Feb 12 Prayer Group of Reparation. After 12:10 Mass
Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Brazilian Prayer Group. 7:30 p.m. Church.
Wed Feb 13 NO Bingo until further notice.
Novena of Miraculous Medal. After noon Mass
Thu Feb 14 Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.

|

i NO BINGO

| UNTIL REPAIRS ARE

' COMPLETE IN PARISH HALL.
|

Cal ence@lNi DAD HI SPANA SAN

La Epifania, (Manifestacion del Sefior) es el momento en
que el Salvador del mundo se muestra al mundo, Ahora es
nuestro momento de mostrarlo al mundo. Ensefar a todos
los pueblos, empezando por nuestras familias, que tenemos
un Salvador que llena de esperanza nuestras vidas.

Mi e-mail: b.rodriguez@snet.net
Mi pagina: www.catolicosdigitales.org. Visitenla.

Confesiones
Domingos a las 4:00 p.m. en la Iglesia.

Bautizos

Cuartos Domingos de cada Mes. Contacten con Ana
Espinal para el formulario y la informacion sobre la clase
prebautismal.

Bodas

Deben contactar con el P. Bernardo al menos con 6 meses
de antelacion. Es necesaria la preparacion requerida por la
Diocesis.

Horario de Oficina

De Lunes a Viernes, de 1:30 p.m. a 3:30 p.m. En espafiol
pregunten por Ana Espinal.

Lunes a partir de las 7:00 p.m. con el P. Bernardo

Intenciones Misa dominical
En el vestibulo de la Iglesia, 15 minutos antes de la Misa,
puede pedir su intencion al servidor alli apostado.

Grupo de Oracion
Todos los Lunes, a las 7:00 p.m. en el subsuelo de la Igle-
sia. Lider: Jorge Ordofiez

Coro Parroquial

El coro parroquial tanto de nifios como de adultos se retine
para ensayar todos los Domingos a las 3:30 p.m. bajo la
direccion de Alejandro Servin.

Clase de Biblia
En mi blog, www.pbernardo.org., cada Lunes una nueva
clase.

Hora Santa

Los segundos y cuartos jueves de cada mes, de 7:00 a 8:00
p.m., tendremos la Exposicion y Adoracion del Santisimo
en la Iglesia. No faltemos a esa cita para adorar al Sefor.

P



