
 

Weekends 
Saturday Vigil – 5:00 p.m. 
Brazilian Mass – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday – 7:30, 9:00 Children’s Liturgy and Choir, 
10:30 a.m. with Adult Choir and 12:00 N  

Spanish Mass – 5:30 p.m.  
Brazilian Mass – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Weekdays 
Monday through Saturday - 7:30 a.m.  
Monday through Friday -12:10 Noon 

 

(HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE) 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
 

Saturday - 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
and by appointment 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
 

Couples planning to be married must begin to make ar-
rangements at least 8 months prior to their wedding date 
by contacting the Rectory. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Attendance at pre-Baptism class is required before the 
Sacrament is celebrated. Classes are held on the second 
Sunday of the month at 1:15 p.m. in the Rectory. Please 
pre-register by calling 203-743-2707.  Baptisms will 
take place every Sunday at 1:15 p.m. except the second 
Sunday of the month. 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Rev. Gregg D. Mecca, Pastor 

Rev. Paul Merry, In Residence 
Rev. David J. Riley, In Residence 
Rev. Bruce Roby, In Residence 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - MONDAY through FRIDAY 

104 Main Street, Danbury, CT 
 

OFFICE NUMBERS 
Phone: 203-743-2707 and Fax: 203-794-1928 

Email Address  - office@stpeterdanb.org  
Website - www.stpeterdanb.org   

 

PARISH STAFF 
Dr. Glen Segger, Music Minister 

gsegger@stpeterdanb.org 
Dr. Nancy Engel, Children’s Choir - 914-741-1670 

 

LATINO COMMUNITY 
Rev. Bernardo C. Rodriguez—203-695-7665 

BRAZILIAN COMMUNITY 
Rev. Leonel S. Medeiros, 

Episcopal Vicar for Brazilians 
203-730-9071 

 

SAINT PETER SCHOOL OFFICE 
Mary Lou Torre — Principal - 203-748-2895 

School Fax: 203-748-5684 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND FORMATION 
Barbara Siano—Director of Religious Education K - 8 

203-743-1048 or stpeterfuture@stpeterdanb.org 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Michael Falbo—Youth Group Director 

203-743-1048 or ygstpeter@gmail.com 
 

Chairman of Parish Council – Fred Visconti – 203-744-2311 
Chairman of Finance – Arthur Mannion - 203-733-0183 
Homebound Ministry– Sr. Mary Bernard Wiecezak, CSFN 

203-743-2707, Ext. 22 
Prayer Line—Mary Ellen Dunbar — 203-743-2707 

Saint Peter Church, Danbury, CT 



ST. PETER PARISH                                                                                        DANBURY, CT 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING—December 9, 2018……...…$   9,151 
Online-Giving—December 9, 2018…………..………..$       760 
Our weekly goal …………………………………….…..$ 10,500 

Thank you for your support.              Father Mecca 

 
Please remember St. Peter Parish when preparing 
your will.  A legacy to the church eases your tax bur-
den and helps continue the good works of our parish. 

 
I will begin with a brief recap of our Festival 
of Lessons & Carols last Sunday.  The com-
bined parish adult and children choirs and 

the St. Peter School choristers sang beautifully. As one pa-
rishioner said to me, the beauty of God’s Word and music 
entered us into the spirit of Christmas.  The scripture pas-
sages were proclaimed by four of our young lectors from 
the 9 a.m. Mass.  I am so very proud of all the young people 
who participated, proud of them for their talent, poise, and 
desire to be part of the community of the church.  I am 
proud, also, of the adult choir for the sophistication of their 
singing.  We are very much blessed to have this much talent 
among us to lift our hearts, minds and souls to the divine.  
Once more, I thank Glen Segger for all of his time and tal-
ent as well that went into preparing the ceremony and Nan-
cy Engel for her dedication to our young people. 
 The remainder of this week’s column is dedicated 
to temporal matters.  I am very pleased to let you know that 
after an absence of at least three academic years, our school 
children have returned to the gym now operated by the 
Connecticut Institute of Communities.  For several decades 
the school rented the gym from the Y for physical educa-
tion.  When the Y left the building, we no longer had access 
to it.  The Institute of Communities has completed its reno-
vation of the gym and had an official dedication and ribbon 
cutting on December 6.  We have an agreement with the 
Institute to rent the gym on Mondays and Tuesdays from 
8:30 to 5:30 for class and after school basketball practice.  
In addition, our children have a home court for the first 
time.  The girls and boys varsity teams played on the court 
last week.  Mrs. Torre, several teachers, and I were there to 
witness the inaugural games played against Faith Church 
School.  Our girls lost to the team who had so much height 
over them.  The boys were more equally matched, and they 
won.  I am thankful to Jim Maloney for working with us to 
meet our needs and for how supportive he is of our school-
children.  If you drive by the entrance on Boughton Street, 
you will see the St. Peter School name on the sign.  What an 
unexpected and inclusive gesture. 
 Speaking of firsts, I am able today to provide you 
with the first report on the recovery of our parish hall since 
the flood.  On Friday of last week we were able to set the 
date for the removal of the floor.  The flood loosened the 
tiles.  The presence of asbestos under the glue necessitates 
remediation.  Beginning on December 27 that process will 
begin and take about a week and a half to complete.  On the 
same day, Catholic Mutual gave us the go ahead to move 
forward with the reconstruction.  I met with our contractor, 
Marcello of New England Construction, and signed the con-
tract.  We have a timeframe now for the work.  The flooring 
company can be in to skim coat the floor on or during the 
week of January 14, and if the flooring arrives as hoped, we 
can resume use of the hall the last week of January.  I’ve 
written to the members of the parish leadership and to the 
heads of committees and everyone I could think of who has  

 

15  SAT        5:00  PM    †    J. Roger Schmiedel 
  7:30  PM  Brazilian Mass 
16  SUN  7:30  AM    †    Ryan Bishop 
  9:00  AM         Our Parishioners 
   10:30   AM   †    Michele DiBuono 
   12:00     N    †    Antonio Scalzo 
  5:30  PM Spanish Mass 
     7:30  PM       Brazilian Mass 
17  MON    7:30  AM         Msgr. Kevin Wallin 
   12:10  PM    †    Pamela Hyman 
18  TUE     7:30  AM   †     Mamie Jowdy 
   12:10     N    †    Dorothy Morgenstern 
19  WED     7:30  AM         Special Intention 
   12:10     N    †    Euclid Cyr 
20  THU        7:30  AM   †    Helen Vollhardt 
   12:10     N    †    William Reilly 
21  FRI    St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
      7:30 AM   †    Souls in Purgatory 
   12:10      N    †   Richard Moore 
22  SAT    7:30  AM    †   Bryan Frayne 
  5:00   PM †   Frances Ferguson 
23  SUN     7:30 AM    †   Bernadette Ward 
   9:00  AM   †    Michael Engel 
                    10:30  AM         Our Parishioners 
                    12:00     N    †    Rita Talarico 
 5:30  PM Spanish Mass 
 7:30   PM Brazilian Mass 

On the weekend, if the intention of the Mass is yours, 

please see an usher about bringing up the gifts. 

 
 

DECEMBER 

 

We offer our condolences to the families of 
 

Lorna Jacober 
 

who passed away last week. 

 

KINDLY REMEMBER THE SICK OF THE PAR-
ISH 

Richard Botelho   Marie Carroll   Patricia Dean   Nubia 
Dekker 

Paul Hart   Karen Lanigan   Jack Maher   Teddy Mar-
chione 

Dylan McBeth   Christopher McLaughlin   John Palinkas 
Rick Sarcia 

 

KINDLY REMEMBER THE SICK OF THE PARISH 

Richard Botelho   Jose Campanario   Patricia Dean 
Nubia Dekker   Paul Hart   Karen Lanigan   Jack Maher 
Teddy Marchione   Dylan McBeth   Christopher McLaughlin 

John Palinkas   Rick Sarcia   Sean  Siegle 



***SAINT PETER SCHOOL NEWS*** 
 
Our Gospel Value for the month of December is 
Peace.  Here are some thoughts on peace from 
St. Peter students:  “I have peace when I am with 
my family.” “Peace is a silent place of happiness 
and quiet.”  “I have peace when I read books.” 

“Peace means hope for no war.” 
  

 The Christopher Ripp Early Learning Program is 
beginning once again on January 8th and will  continue 
through February 14th. The program runs on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. Interested parties are encouraged 
to contact dhocking@spsdanbury.org or call 203-748-2895 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

Sun. Dec 16 Senior YG ï Christmas Party! 
 

Christmas Parties!—-Come out for our fun evenings of 
Christmas Parties! We will be playing games, eating pizza, 
and discovering the joy of the Nativity Story! 
 

                                           ð-Michael Falbo, Youth Director 

 

Music Notes:    
 

 This week and next, we will be sing-
ing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” for our 
entrance him.  Based on the “O Antiphons” attached to the 
Magnificat at Vespers during the final days of Advent, each 
verse uses a different Old Testament name or image for the 
coming Messiah.  When we sing each verse of this hymn, 
we acknowledge Christ as the fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophesies.  The tune itself is based on a 15th century chant 
from France that was originally part of a Requiem Mass.  It 
was adapted in the late 18th century, and has been associat-
ed with the “O Antiphons” ever since. 
 

                                            —-Glen Segger, Music Minister 

 

activities in the hall with this information.  We will experi-
ence some inconvenience by the closure of the hall.  Bingo 
and the Latino Prayer Group will have to take a much long-
er Christmas break, and we will have to move RCIA and 
other meetings around.  Our choices are limited to the choir 
room, sacristy, and school.  But I think, aside from July and 
August, January may be the second quietest time for hall 
usage. 
 Thank you to everyone who supported the raffle!  
You are wonderful! The winners are: Erica McKeever, First 
Prize; Martin Gibbs, Second Prize; and Teik Tung, Third 
Prize.  Martin and Teik are parishioners and Erica is a 
friend of a parishioner, Marco, who came to our office 
twice for additional books.  That a way, Marco!  I congratu-
late the winners, and again, thank all who participated.  Be-
cause of you, we were able to net $22,046 for our building 
needs, and boy do we have needs!  I am grateful to you.            
 

—-Fr. Mecca 

Date:  Religious Education Schedule 

Dec. 16, 
2018 

Grades 2, 3, 4, 6, 8 attend class from 10:30 
to 11:45 a.m. St. Peter School 
Vineyard – 10:45 – 11:30 a.m.(K/1 students 
with a parent)  

Dec. 23 
and 30 

NO Classes. 

This is a program for current families of St. Peter PK stu-
dents.  If you are interested in joining the St Peter School 
PK family, please contact the school office.  Tuition assis-
tance is available as part of the Christopher Ripp Early 
Learning Program for those PK students who attend St. Pe-
ter School..  There will be an informational table set up at 
St. Peter School after the Christmas break. Details to fol-
low. In addition to the student enrichment portion of the 
program, parents will be expected to attend a meeting on 
Tuesdays from 5:30-7:00 to learn about tools and tech-
niques to support their child’s education.  This includes a 
light supper. We look forward to seeing you! 
  

 Mrs. Hocking is looking for high school students to 
do volunteer work at the Early Learning Program on Tues-
day through Thursday.  This will count toward their com-
munity service hours. Please contact her at dhock-
ing@spsdanbury.org if you are interested in volunteering. 
 

 Remember to check us out on Facebook or follow us on 
Twitter!   

—-Mary Lou Torre, Principal 

Jan. 6 
2019 

 Grades 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 attend class from 10:30 
to 11:45 a.m. St. Peter School 
Vineyard – 10:45 – 11:30 a.m. (K/1 stu-
dents with a parent)  

mailto:dhocking@spsdanbury.org
mailto:dhocking@spsdanbury.org
mailto:dhocking@spsdanbury.org


DECEMBER 16, 2018 

***PARISH EVENTS*** 
 

 

***OTHER EVENTS*** 
 
All are invited to join Bishop Frank Caggiano for the fourth 
annual C4Y Arise & Shine Christmas Concert on Fri-
day, December 21, at 7:30 p.m. at the Klein Aduitorium 
in Bridgeport.  Celebrate the season of Advent and prepare 
for Christmas by listening and joining in song with over 
100 young people from the Diocese who share their gifts 
and talents in both classic and new Christmas pieces.  Pur-
chase you tickets online today at https://
www.bridgepportdiocese.org/faith-formation/home/ 
 
Join fellow parishioners from throughout the diocese of 
Bridgeport on a bus pilgrimage to the March for Life on 
Friday, January 18, 2019.  Buses deparat from three loca-
tions—Bridgeport, Norwalk and Stamford.  Cost is $75 pp/
RT.  Register online before January 11, 2019 at 
www.bridgeportdiocese.org/faith-formation or call 203-416
-1670. 
 
The Face of Prayer—-recently launched phase two of its 
campaign to create an interactive video catechism based on 
the questions and concerns of young people.  Visit 
www.thefaceofprayer.com to view over one hundred and 
forty questions answered by Bishop Frank J. Caggiano and 
other bishops, priests, religious, and lay leaders across the 
country.  Be sure to also join the movement by texting 
PRAY to 55778 to receive daily prayer alerts on your 
phone. 
 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter—-May the peace of 
Christ be with you this Christmas! Savor Christ's presence 
in your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage En-
counter Weekend. The next Weekends are Feb 1-3, 2019 in 
MANCHESTER, CT and Jul 12-14, 2019 in MANCHES-
TER, CT. For more information, call Pat & Mary-Jo 
McLaughlin at 860-315-2127 or visit them at https://
wwmectw.org/. 
 

Dorothy Day Hospitality House is 36 years old and is 
asking for your prayers.   You may have heard our 
shelter has been served with a cease and desist order by 
the City of Danbury.  Through a technicality of our origi-
nal shelter permit, we are in court to keep the doors of 
our shelter open.  We have always tried to serve our fel-
low brothers and sisters with love and at no expense to 
the taxpayer.  Hundreds of community volunteers, in-
cluding many from this parish, lend a hand each 
month.   With the power of prayer we hope to serve our 
community as long as our services are needed, treating 
people with the dignity and respect we all deserve.   As 
Mark 11:24 states, “Therefore I tell you whatever you 
ask in prayer, believe you have received it and it will be 
yours”.  (www.dorothydaydanbury.org) 

Calling all Angels and Shepherds—-Children interested 
in participating in the Christmas pageant during the Christ-
mas Eve children’s Mass please sign up in the Religious Ed 
office.  Costumes will be provided if you do not have one. 
Dress rehearsal will be December 16. 
 

Rite of Covenant—-All Confirmation candidates are re-
minded that Sunday January 6 is the Rite of Covenant dur-
ing the 9:00 am Mass. Please meet in the rear of the church 
at 8:45 am. Attendance is mandatory. 
 

First Holy Communion Parent Meeting—-There will be 
a meeting for all parents of First Holy Communion candi-
dates January 13, 2019 from 10:45 – 11:30 a.m., Room B05
- St. Peter School. 
 

Confirmation Documentation—-Please remember to sub-
mit your Confirmation documentation if you have not done 
so already. 
 

First Holy Communion Documentation—-Please remem-
ber to submit your First Holy Communion registration form 
and fee if you have not done so already. 
 

Upcoming Events—- 
January 6, 2019 – Rite of Covenant Mass at 9:00 a.m. All 
Confirmation candidates must attend. 
January 13, 2019 – First Holy Communion Parent Meeting 
– 10:45 – 11:30 a.m. 
May 11, 2019 – First Holy Communion 
June 8, 2019 – Confirmation Mass 
 

—-Barbara Siano, Director of Religious Education 

 

ANGEL TREE 
 

 

     Since the agencies celebrate with 
Christmas parties and close early for 
the holiday, we absolutely need the 
gifts returned December 16—no ex-
ceptions. 
 
     Thank you to all our parishioners 
who so generously helped make 

Christmas joyful for so many in our community who 
are in need. 

https://wwmectw.org/
https://wwmectw.org/
http://www.dorothydaydanbury.org


DECEMBER 16, 2018 

 
COMUNIDAD HISPANA SAN PEDRO 

 
Anunciar la buena nueva a todos los pueblos. Esa es la mi-
sión de los cristianos, devolver la esperanza a aquellos que 
la han perdido en medio de este mundo sin Dios, llenar los 
corazones de alegría porque el Señor viene a darnos la paz. 
Esperar, siempre esperar porque el Señor no falla en sus 
promesas. El Señor toma nuestra carne para salvarnos. 
 
Mi e-mail: b.rodriguez@snet.net 
Mi página: www.pbernardo.org. Visítenla. 
 
Confesiones 
Domingos a las 4:00 p.m. en la Iglesia. 
 
Bautizos 
Cuartos Domingos de cada Mes. Contacten con Ana 
Espìnal para el formulario y la información sobre la clase 
prebautismal. 
 
Bodas 
Deben contactar con el P. Bernardo al menos con 6 meses 
de antelación. Es necesaria la preparación requerida por la 
Diócesis. 
 
Horario de Oficina 
De Lunes a Viernes, de 1:30 p.m. a 3:30 p.m. En español 
pregunten por Ana Espinal. 
Lunes a partir de las 7:00 p.m. con el P. Bernardo 
 
Intenciones Misa dominical 
En el vestíbulo de la Iglesia, 15 minutos antes de la Misa, 
puede pedir su intención al servidor allí apostado. 
 
Grupo de Oración 
Todos los Lunes, a las 7:00 p.m. en el subsuelo de la Igle-
sia. Líder: Jorge Ordoñez 
 
Coro Parroquial 
El coro parroquial tanto de niños como de adultos se reúne 
para ensayar todos los Domingos a las 3:30 p.m. bajo la 
dirección de Alejandro Servin. 
 
Clase de Biblia 
En mi blog, www.pbernardo.org., cada Lunes una nueva 
clase. 
 
Hora Santa 
Los segundos y cuartos jueves de cada mes, de 7:00 a 8:00 
p.m., tendremos la Exposición y Adoración del Santísimo 
en la Iglesia. No faltemos a esa cita para adorar al Señor. 

Saint Peter Calendar 
 
Mon Dec 17 Latino Prayer Group.  7:00 p.m. PH 
Tue Dec 18 Prayer Group of Reparation. After 12:10 Mass 
  Children’s Choir.  6:30 p.m. Music Room.  
  Brazilian Prayer Group.  7:30 p.m. Church. 
Wed Dec 19 Novena of Miraculous Medal.  After noon Mass 
    SPS Christmas Concert.  6:00 p.m. in Church. 
Thu Dec 20 Parish Choir.  7:30 p.m. Music Room. 
Fri Dec 21 Latino Choir Practice.  7:00 to 10:00 p.m. PH  
Mon Dec 24 Christmas Eve Masses: 
           (Children’s) 4:00, 5:30 p.m. and Midnight 
   Latino Pray Group ends Novena 7:00 p.m. 
Tue Dec 25 Christmas Day Masses: 
    9:00 a.m. (Brazilian) 
   10:30 a.m. and 12:00 N. 
     1:15 p.m. (Spanish) 
Wed Dec 26 NO 7:30 a.m. Mass.   
   12:10 Mass as scheduled. 
Thu Dec 27 Parish Choir.  7:30 p.m. Music Room. 
Fri Dec 28 Latino Choir Practice.  7:00 to 10:00 p.m. PH  
Mon Dec 31 Vigil Mass for Solemnity of Mary 
 
Tue Jan   1  Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Christmas  
        Schedule 
 
 

     Confessions: 
       5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Thursday, December 20 
       3:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, December 22 
 

     Christmas Eve Masses:   
        4:00 p.m.   Children’s Liturgy 
                Children’s Choir will begin singing at 3:30 p.m. 
        5:30 p.m.   Organ and Cantor, Traditional Carols 
        7:15 p.m.   Brazilian Liturgy 
      11:30 p.m.    Traditional Carols & Seasonal Music 
     12:00 Midnight - Solemn Mass with Organ and Choir 
 

     Tuesday, December 25, Christmas Day Masses: 
        9:00 a.m. Brazilian Liturgy 
      10:30 a.m.  Organ, Choir 
     12:00 Noon   Organ and Cantor 
       1:15 p.m.  Spanish Liturgy 
 

 
*No Brazilian evening Liturgy. 

 

NO Bingo 
 

December 19 and 26. 


